NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES...

Coordinating networking opportunities for our members is
key. Working towards monthly and quarterly events that
address timely industry topics while providing networking
opportunities at a reasonable cost. Members can attend
seminars and commercial forums that cover a wide array of
issues plus invitations to social and charitable events held
throughout the year.

Some of the major networking events are:

e  The Commercial Connect Meetings, which are held in
the spring and fall of each year. A speaker is brought in,
lunch is provided, and an opportunity to showcase your
“Haves and Wants” is provided.

e Since 2017, a Vancouver Island Commercial
REALTOR® Summit has taken place. This event is held
in the fall, and provides attendees with networking, and a
full day accredited commercial course. This event has
been very well received, with some great presenters and
informative sessions.

e The VIREB Commercial Division AGM is held early
December; join the members for a networking event that
includes an interesting speaker, an update from the
Commercial Chair and a festive “Christmas” lunch.

COMMUNICATIONS...

Keeping members informed with articles of interest,
commercial statistics and industry information. BCREA also
provides the Commercial Leading Indicator which shows the
current activity.

EDUCATION...

Continuing education is the cornerstone of an effective
REALTOR® and the Commercial Division provides its
members with a wide spectrum of courses, promoting lifelong
learning. In conjunction with commercial real estate
education providers such as CCIM, members are afforded a
discounted rate to take offered courses specializing in
commercial real estate. The Commercial Connect meetings
are worth 1 self-directed PDP hour; they are held twice a
year — in the Spring and Fall. The VI Commercial
REALTOR® Summit, a day-long session that provides
members with networking and a Commercial related course
is worth 6 PDP hours. We continue to work on finding
interesting and informative educational opportunities for the
members.
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COMMERCIAL BROADCAST EMAIL SERVICE...

Exclusive to Commercial Division members, through the BC
Commercial Network, members can broadcast their individual
commercial sales and leasing “haves and wants” as well as
exchange professional knowledge questions relating to
commercial real estate.

PUBLIC RELATIONS...

Working to enhance the image of the Commercial
REALTORS® through a variety of promotional and
communication vehicles as well as provide local media
information about market activity and new products.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS & INDUSTRY LIAISON...
Everyday governments at all levels make decisions that have
an impact on the real estate industry. The Board’s
Government Relations works to safeguard our communities
and profession by compelling governments to be accountable
to Commercial REALTORS® as an important business
group. The government relations portfolio includes lobbying
on local, provincial and national commercial real estate
issues.

The real estate industry is undergoing rapid changes and for
the average REALTOR®, it's almost impossible to keep track
of all the new information made available to them. The
division actively monitors and researches changes in the
industry and provides up-to-date information. It also analyses
how these changes impact members and the commercial
buying and selling public.

CANADIAN COMMERCIAL NETWORK...

Members of the Commercial Division automatically gain
membership in the Canadian Real Estate Association’s
Canadian Commercial Network (CCN) where the interests of
all Canadian Commercial members are represented on a
national level. The key objective of the CCN is to provide
strategic leadership for the delivery of commercial services
by provincial associations and real estate boards to their
respective membership. It also represents and promotes the
interests of the specialty designations in the investment,
commercial and industrial segments of the real estate
industry.
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VIREB’s Commercial Division has been created to serve the specialized
needs of commercial practitioners within the VIREB area.

OBJECTIVES...

The Objectives of the Commercial Division are:

e To provide a collective voice for all commercial REALTORS® within VIREB

o To represent commercial practitioner interests to the VIREB Board of Directors and
various levels of governments harnessing the collective power of the Members.

e To provide access to the large Canadian online networks with realtor.ca promoting
National commercial properties for sale and lease.

e To promote the expertise of the Commercial Division to members of the public.

« To represent and promote the interests of the specialty designations in the commercial
segments of the real estate industry.

« To provide networking and referral opportunities for the Commercial Division Members.
o To provide professional development opportunities to Commercial Division Members.

e To ensure VIREB Commercial Division Members are also members of CREA’'s CCN.
Once approved, applications for Members of VIREB’s Commercial Division will
automatically be forwarded to CREA’s Canadian Commercial Network (CCN).
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